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INTRODUCTION

Riverbend Radio Theater is a unique program created to enliven, inspire, stimulate and immerse high school students in the art of communication, by using the vehicle of live radio!

The goal of the Radio Theater course is to create a platform that will launch students into the world of effective communication, by acquiring the skills of a live radio production team. Students will write, direct, produce, market, perform, operate and record, live radio shows they perform on the stage of the Amato Performing Arts Center for an audience.

In addition to class time, students will also have independent study responsibilities, reading scripts, listening to previously recorded shows, studying radio and theater vocabulary and history, and preparing their own individual scripts and music.

Students will write their own shows, be responsible for soliciting and creating three paid commercials per performance, as well as soliciting advertising for the programs and sponsorships for each semester.

Live performances will be staged once a month for a paying audience.  Digital audio recordings will be made available on the SVBGC website and marketed to local and national radio stations in addition to being used to teach evaluation skills. Live music played and composed by the students will be part of each performance.

DESCRIPTION

The course will be divided into two major areas with seven distinct learning categories.  Note below:

A. Creative Arts - Writing, Marketing, Performance and Music  

B. Technical Arts - Broadcasting, Radio Technology and Sound Effects

CREATIVE ARTS

A. Writing 

Students will be encouraged to write their own radio show, while participating as part of a creative team, with the goal of collaborating to produce and perform for a live audience.  The format for each show will be decided upon by the students from a list of possibilities that they will select and design. The following list contains several program ideas:

a) Drama;  story- how to make dramatic representations for radio, then cast, direct and perform

b) Variety; elements of good variety entertainment

c) Documentary; current ideas that are local or have valuable insight for students and audiences alike.

d) Games and quizzes;  initiating, creative new ideas  

Program concepts will be explored in class and individual students will select an idea to write at home and bring to class for evaluation and collaboration with other students.  Writing teams will also be configured to develop new approaches and material to be used for the course.

B. Performance

Once a script is written, students will be taught to direct, produce, cast and perform their show, using radio acting techniques in the setting of live radio performance, on the stage of the theater with an audience. 

C. Marketing and Sales 

Each creative production team will be taught how to create promotional materials, to publicize their show and sell advertising, sponsorships and tickets.  Special attention will be focused upon writing commercials, which will be performed during each show.  The income derived from marketing and sales will go directly to pay for the theatre venue and teaching staff.  Profits from the endeavor will be applied to future student scholarships and upgrading course equipment. 

D. Music   

A team of musicians will be selected from the students, to honor their interest in providing and playing original music for each show.  This team will constitute the “studio” musicians.

Students will be encouraged to compose and play original music, as well as create orchestrations appropriate for theme music, related to the performance/show or sections of the show and also for commercials in jingle or straight copy form. The balancing and integration of drama with music, will also be taught.

Music and sound effects will be integrated into the performance when the actors are able to demonstrate proficiency over the major structural components of the production.

TECHNICAL ARTS

A. Radio Technology  

Students will explore the history, vocabulary and copyright guidelines of radio technology and how to deploy their digitally recorded broadcasts over FM and Internet Radio.

Students will acquire the technical skills needed to run a live radio broadcast including: microphone set ups, sound board operation and appropriate stage lighting for an audience.

B. Sound Effects   
Students will learn how to make and collect their own sound effects on the stage with the actors, as well as from the sound booth.  They will learn how to operate and balance the mixing of live music performance into the body of the show and what is needed to honor music copyrights, if pre-written music is performed. 

SCHEDULE


First Semester; Saturday, September 8 – November 24; 9:30-1:30pm


Performances; Monday, October 1, 29 & November 26 at 7pm = 60 hrs of class time


Second Semester; Saturday, January 5- March 22, 9:30-1:30pm


Performances; Monday, January 29, February 25, March 24. = 60 hrs of class time

Once a month, there will be live performances on the stage of the Amato Performing Arts Center, for a paying audience. Three performances per semester will staged.

Date of completion: final performance of each semester. Each semester will cost $50 per student plus $40 to join SVBGC (this fee will be waived in lieu of 5 hrs. of community service).

NOTE: High School credit will be given by participating schools: ½ credit for each 67 hours of successful course completion.

CONCLUSION

After completing Riverbend Radio Theater, students will be competent to produce, perform, operate and promote all aspects of live radio broadcasting.  Together, we will explore markets for the digital recordings of these shows on National, as well as local Public Radio, local public access stations and web radio.  We will replicate this course in other school systems nationwide.  Wholesome student radio can be an inspiration to others to be creative, enterprising and increase one’s ability to communicate, not only nationally but also worldwide with their peers!

QUALIFICATIONS OF TEACHERS

Riverbend Radio Theater classes will be lead by Toby Tarnow and Liz O’Hare, with guest instructors complimenting their own areas of expertise.

Writing, Performing, Marketing and Sales; Toby Tarnow. Award winning actress who  began her career as a child on live radio.

 Music; Sue Reilly. Musician and Music Director for many youth productions including  Riverbend Youth Company’s, “Anne of Green Gables”.

Broadcasting; Liz O’Hare. Electronic Media Coordinator at Milford High School.

Radio Technology;  Bob McIlvaine.  Technology Director for the Amato Performing Arts Center.

Sound Effects; Aaron Duarte. Resident Sound Designer at the Amato Performing Arts Center.

